NEW PASTOR ORIENTATION HANDBOOK

Section 3 - Foundational Courses / Continuing Education Units (CEUs)

Foundational Courses:
There are 3 foundational courses that offered exclusively by the FMCiC:
a. Heart of Canadian Free Methodism. A word to describe this course is ‘ethos’ – that is, this course answers the question ‘who we are’.  The Heart course presents the origin and development of the beliefs, mission, values and practices of the FMCiC. Based on this, we seek to understand what the Free Methodist movement in Canada stands for and is called today. 

b. Culture and the Missional Church. This course introduces an understanding of culture and theology of mission that informs our engagement with our own communities, with people around us who are not like us, and gives foundations for involvement in mission beyond our own borders.

c. Ethos of Generosity: Personal & Church Stewardship. This course strives to educate and inspire regarding biblical stewardship by examining biblical stewardship from both a personal and church management perspective. 

If you are tracking for ministerial candidacy: The Heart course must be taken first, and the remaining two taken after you are a ministerial candidate. (Note that the Heart course is not the only course requirement for ministerial candidacy – see II).
If you are transferring credentials to the FMCiC: The Heart course must be taken first, and Wesleyan Theology (if required) before the transfer can happen. The remaining two courses are required and can be counted as continuing education units.

If you are a member of conference, the last two courses are required and can be counted as continuing education units. 

There are other courses that are also required for credentialed ministry: 

a. Introduction to the Bible

b. Introduction to Christian Doctrine
c. Wesleyan Theology
These credits can also be obtained through equivalency courses at any accredited educational institution. Intros to Bible and Christian Doctrine are required prior to ministerial candidacy. Wesleyan Theology is required prior to commissioned or ordained minister status and may also be required for those transferring credentials. Wesleyan Theology is one of the courses that is offered by the FMCiC. 
Intro to Bible and Intro to Christian Doctrine (as well as other courses) can also be taken as independent studies. Contact Susan DePlanché (susan.deplanche@fmcic.ca) for more information.
Some things you need to know about the FMCiC Foundational Courses:

1. For details about the courses, reading requirements, dates, locations and online registration, check the website: http://www.fmcic.ca/index.php/en/Foundation-Courses/foundational-courses.html 
2. The instructor and/or a representative from the Director of Personnel office will communicate with you through email to provide a syllabus and the requirements for completing the course

3. For courses offered over the weekend, start time is 9:00 a.m. on Friday and Saturday and the class will join with the host church for worship on Sunday morning, then continue with course instruction after worship. The schedule for the three days is inclusive; there are no optional sections to the course that you may choose to ignore or not attend. There are planned segments which make these foundational courses unique and the experience of who we are as a connected people is essential to informing who we are intellectually. We realize that it is challenging to be away on a Sunday especially – but it’s a built-in opportunity to develop local leaders!
For courses offered mid-week, start and end times are included in the syllabi and your presence is required for the entire time. 
4. You will receive instructions regarding logistics, food, transportation and housing options for the weekend after you register online or by phone (contact Susan DePlanché at 905-357-3165). There is advance reading to be done for the courses and you are encouraged to register as early as possible so that you come as prepared as possible. 
5. If possible, a representative from the Director of Personnel office will plan to attend part of this course. She will be available for 20 minute interviews with each person who wishes to see her to talk about tracking for ministry.

6. The tuition amount (currently $150) remains the same whether you complete the assignments for credit or choose to audit the course.

7. Also, the National Ministerial Education Guidance and Placement (MEGaP) committee has passed the following motion regarding the completion of foundational course assignments:
That all candidates tracking for ministry in The Free Methodist Church in Canada must submit foundational course assignment(s) to the instructor within ninety days after taking the course, unless an extension is requested by the candidate and granted by the instructor. If a candidate has not submitted the assignment(s) after ninety days nor received an extension from the instructor, that person will be graded as “incomplete” and must re-take the course.
Re-taking the course does mean paying for it again. It’s good to take a look at your calendar before signing up for a course so that the workload that comes with study is manageable and doable in the given time period. Please note that there is provision for applying for (and receiving) an extension because life does have a way of exploding at times. If you request an extension be sure to include a timeline to which you will adhere with a proposed new deadline date as well as the reason(s) why you’re requesting the extension. 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs)
Who has to do CEUs?: 
CEUs are required for ordained and commissioned ministers (and are optional for retirees and located ministers). If you are currently tracking for commissioned or ordained minister status, you do not need to complete CEUs. For now, you can move onto another section in the handbook!

As Free Methodists, we value learning. This is because learning leads to excellence; learning leads to creativity; learning leads to faithfulness to Biblical essentials and learning increases skill. If we’re not actively engaged in learning in some format, however, then we really don’t value it. The Continuing Education Unit (CEU) program helps us to ensure that learning is part of our behaviour, not just something we talk about.

The CEU program provides a systematic way to account for professional development that helps to ensure quality continuing education. This system:

a. guides the participant in planning a CEU program

b. documents life-long learning to assist the MEGaP committee in working with ministers’ learning needs.

c. establishes criteria for continued certification in the FMCiC (commissioned or ordained)

This initiative has been mandated by General Conference 2002. It suggests a minimum requirement for Continuing Education Units (CEUs) per year. Those who are already committed to Life Long Learning will find it nothing new. The intent is to encourage growth in all ministers and raise the awareness of biblical call to excellence. John Wesley himself required all his ministers to be constantly growing and the same is true today. The National Ministerial Education, Guidance and Placement team encourages you to take seriously your need to grow.
Defining a CEU: 
One Continuing Education Unit is twenty-four (24) contact hours of participation in an organized education experience under qualified supervision that meets an identified need – either in the professional development/skill or health/growth areas. 

How Many CEUs do I Need?: 
One CEU/year is the minimum. CEUs are accumulated in every five year block for certification in the FMCiC, but can’t accrue for more than the current 5-year block. 
For more information on CEUs, including topics of study interest, what activities (conferences, training, etc.) can count for CEUs, possible financial support, etc., please go to: 

http://www.fmcic.ca/index.php/en/Continuing-Education/introduction-to-continuing-education.html
A reporting form for CEUs is also included. 
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